MARLBOROUGH
should pay excessively, I thought the Queens great consumption
and ready payments was favour enough ; but I never payd my own
bills at her Cost. In the Privy purse the greatest enemies I have
do confess 1 was an extraordinary manager and tho that is an office
subject to no account yet T am ready to offer my accounts of it to
the strictest canvassing; for I began with a happy thought, as if
I had forscen what has happened since; I have the Queens hand
for all the money that she called for so far was I from selling the
Queens favour or cheating her in any sort., I did all I could to dis-
cover the cheats of others but was never so much charged with
any my selfe. 1 have heard it much objected to me that I waited
so scldome on the Queen and was so little about her and bccase
this is so contrary to the practise of all favourites I shall give a
particular account of it. Soon after my marriage when our affairs
were so narrow that a good degree of frugality was necessary,
Ld Marlborottgb tho his Inclination lay enough that way, yet by reason of
an indulgent gentleness that is natural to him he could not manage
matters so as was convenient for our Circumstances, this obliged
me to enter into the management of my family. I likewise thought
I owed a great deal of care to the education of my children and
besides this I had some friends, who 1 loved very well and in whose
company 1 was well pleased to pass away some hours. I was sure
I neglected no opertunity of doing the Queen all possible service
and was never out the way, when there was any occasion for me.
I had so satisfied the Queen before she came to the Crown, that she
left me to my own liberty in this particular. Aftet she came to the
Crown, if I had changed my way, it would have looked as if 1 had
been besieging or mistrusting her; I love liberty in every thing so
I could not resolve to abridge my selfe of it, and since I knew I was
serving the Queen with a most upright fidelity and seal in which it
was not possible for me to alter, 1 did not apprehend that any thing
could have wrought the change I have felt in the Queen and for the
putting persons of an assured Confidence, as my spies about her,
as I had never any such thought so in case I should have had it,
whom could I have thought more proper for that than the very
person that has supplanted me. If I had brought her in with the
view of having one whom I had reason to believe true to me to
have watched the Queen for me, I should have been very uneasy
under the disappointment, but having brought her in meerly on
the account of frienship and compassion without any other views
I am the less concerned in that which was all her own fault, and had
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